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FEATURE 

to play, so he coaches them. I think 
the only reason why they want to 
go to lacrosse is because their dad 
coaches them! I like to play tennis. I 
don't have as much time for it now, 
obviously, with work and the little 
kids, but that was always the sport 
I played. Right now, with Jack, in 

---- terms of activities, he does soccer. 

With all that is going on in their lives, 
Courtney admits, "I honestly don't think I 
believe in a work/life balance. I think it's 
more of an integration. My colleagues 
know my children-they often come to the 
office-and my clients know my children, 
too. In Manhasset, a family of four kids is 
very common, but in the corporate world, 
people look at you like you have five heads 
when you tell them you have tour kids. But 

This is not to say that Courtney or Ryan 
spend the majority ot their time lecturing 
their kids a bout the value of a do lla r-f ar 
from it. Life in the Melvin home is, in the 
simplest terms, happy. "It's funny be-
cause I never thought I'd have four kids," 
she muses, "but I have to say that their 
interaction is almost like back in the old 
days, where the older ones help with the 
younger ones. Their favorite thing to play is 
'Family.' They're obsessed!! The two older 
girls will have the two younger ones in little 
doll carriages, and they'll be pushing them 
around. Or they'll be dancing around doing 
a performance and then my 2-year-old 
watches them, and he literally dances just 
like them. He has copied their moves so 
much. It's just so tunny to see." 
Outside of the house, in addition to 
spending time at Manhasset Bay Yacht 
Club, sports are the primary extracur
ricular activity. "I am probably the only 
person who grew up in Man has set and 
never picked up a lacrosse stick," Courtney 
laughs. "But my husband was determined 
that the two older girls would be motivated 

He was literally dribbling the ball as soon 
as he started walking. So maybe he'll be 
super-athletic and a super soccer star-who 
knows?" As for little Amelia, "She is so cute 
and easy-going," Courtney says. "She is so 
smiley all the time and she just has such a 
good nature." 
The Melvin children are also gourmands in 
the making. "We love to cook," she nods. 
"My husband is a grill master. My kids have 
become little gourmet eaters. If you asked 
my daughters their favorite foods, they'd 
both say, 'Sushi, soft-shell crabs, lobster 
al Toscano .. .' And I'm like, 'Oh, great, we're 
creating little monsters here!' But they're 
very into toad. I think it's because we've 
always cooked. And, when we lived in the 
city, they would come out to dinner with us 
all the time. Now, even with all four, we do 
take them out to dinner here." 
Among their local taves are Sandro's Italian 
restaurant. "We've done a lot of family par
ties there and they've always done a great 
job; plus, we love their pasta. We also love 
to sit at the bar at La Coquille." 0 n Plan -
dome Road, it's Gino's for pizza- "although, 
I love Salvatore's [in Port Washington)," 
Courtney grins-and "for breakfast, we are 
definitely Manhasset Deli e gg-sandwich 
people; either that or Buttercooky. If I 
wasn't a private banker, I always wanted 
to open a coffee shop in Manhasset-a 
really cute one. That was a dream of mine, 
so maybe one day. My husband's always 
saying, 'Let's revitalize the bowling alley 
that used to be here!' I think there's a lot of 
opportunity in Manhasset, the town itself." 

I have a very close relationship with all my 
clients. I think it's helpful for them to see 
my whole life, as well. I know their kids, 
too, and I think that's important." 
Recently, they really felt the love of the 
Manhasset community as they coped with 
the sudden loss of their nephew, Hunter. 
The community shines in tough moments 
and it solidified their decision to move home. 
"We do love living here," she continues. 
"My mom was involved in things like the 
Newcomers' Club, and it instilled in me 
what a great community Manhasset is. 
After we moved back, I remember walking 
through Munsey Park School, and it was 
such a time warp because I went to school 
there. And my daughter's first-grade 
teacher [had been) my teacher, too! I didn't 
reco gnize her because she wasn't married 
back then. And it was the same thing with 
Manhasset Bay [Yacht Club). Growing up, 
we went there as kids, and I did the sailing 
program. And now, watching my kids do it
it's such a funny circle of life, I guess. I grew 
up right by Copley Pond, so that's the pond 
we always went to; we never really spent 
time at Polliwog Pond. But it's so close and 
my son loves going there to watch the frogs 
and the turtles, so it's great. We really love 
our block; there are so many young families 
there. It's so easy tor t he kids to go outside 
and have a lemonade stand and play. I 
always think of that movie Now and Then,

where the kids are out riding their bikes 
together. It's so picturesque. We are really 
happy where we are." 
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